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We must care for the Earth because 

A n article in the fall issue of 
Amnesty Now began: 
"Near the Arctic Circle, 

1 elders of the Inuit nation are see- 
ing rneir 1it.c.s JimuprcJ hv vivid 
co~lsequen.zs of $l~h;ll w r n ~ i n <  
defi~rrned Csh, dc~lersd cnrrbtrl~ 
herds, dying fores?~, starving 
seals and emaciated polar bears. 
... As the sea ice melts, rising 
water levels are washing entire 
villages and a way of life-into the 
ocean. 'These are issues of life 
and death. Sheila Watt-Cloutier. 
chairno& of the Inuit Circum- 
polar Conference said. W e  go 
but to hunt on the sea ice toput 
food on the table. You go to the 
supermarket.' " 

The ~ r e ~ o n d e r a n c e  of scien- 
rilic e\,~.d'icc support5 \Varr- 
Cl~,urier'\ asvesvrnerlr o f  glt~bal 

! warming's life-and-death conse- 
quences. The Inuit's experience 
reveals that, initially, those liv- ' ing closest to the Earth are in 
ereatest ueril. Eventuallv. how- 
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address the issue of global 
warming. For example, during 
a recent Evangelical meeting fo- 
cused on global warming, for the 
Rev. Rich Cizik, vice president 
of governmental affairs for the 
National Association of Evangel- 
icals said. "I don't think God is 
going to &k us how he created 
the earth, but he will ask us what 
we did with what he created." 

and ultimately reverse global 
w&g?" 

Since January, the Olympia 
Unitarian Universalist Congre- 
gation has explored ways that we 
might respond to that question 
In our upcoming intergenera- 
tional Earth Day service April 
24, we will consider "50 Hot 
Ways to Cool the Earth." While 
we recognize that our most help- 
ful actions arise from collective 
responses, we also know that in- 
dividual actions are important. 
As a British parliamentarian 
asserted 200 years ago, "No one 
made a greater mistake than he 
who did nothing because he 
could do so little." 

Among the notable results of 
our individual actions can be 

. . .  
;:vc,r, c t 4 1  chose of ui \< ho do ;zn;iinl\, u n  ; i ~ ~ ( . r .  wirh 
our fc,r:~ging ;I[ rhc supermarkt,r (:i/lk's d~cccrnmcnr oiour ohlie- 
will find-our lives sikificantlv tion to care for the Earth ~ u r i n g  I . . 
;rfie~.t~:~I hy gluh:rl n.~rniins. our n ~ ~ o c i n t i ~ ~ n ' ~  la51 n;trion:jl ' I 

.4ltllough our Jivcrsc relipnus garhennx. :l ir.rrc,mc:nr w ~ r  drait- 
rradirions purrr:iy rhc nnrurc of eJ  asking ourcongrc&.tic 
our rcln~ionship ro Enrrh dtiicr- '\\"h:lr :.In \lni~;~ri.~n L ni. 
t.nrlv, rl~cre ih rncrc;~ring itgrr,e- irrs JI, ro promort. i~)Jivi- 

it's the right 
the deepening of our resolve to 
assume greater responsibility 
through collective action. To- 
ward this end, we are planning 
a Junc gnrhzring with incmhcrr 
of rhe preater 0lyn1pi.i r e l i p o ~ ~ s  
communin ~vhu \h:~rc thi> 
commitment. Its pumose will be 
to jointly r x p l ~ ~ r e ' c ~ ~ l i c ~ t i ~ c  ac- 
rionc for slaxving and ulrim:rtnl\~ 
reversing cloh:~l warming. 
uarticio%e. leave word at our 
Longr&atibn2s office by calling 
360-786-6383 or sending an 
e-mail to ouuc@aol.com. 

We are called to care for the 
Earth, not only because it's in 
our self-interest. but because it's 

thing to do 
Beny wrote: "The well-being 
of the ulanet is a condition for 
rhc w~l1-bc,ing oi.iny c,f r h r  
comp~ment irlc~r~bcr, ~ r f ~ l ~ s  
planetary community. To pre- 
serve the economic viability of 
the planet must be the first law 
of economics. To preserve the 
health of the   la net must be the 
fxst commitient of the med- 
ical profession. To preserve the 
natural world as thk ~ r imarv  
rerrlnrion <,f rhv livinc n~u;t bc 
thc b3sr: concern of relipon." 

The Rev. Arthur Vaeni is 
minister o f  the Olympia Unitarian 
Universai~st Congregation. 
Perspective is coordinated by 
Interfaith Works in cooperation 
with The Oiyrnpian. 

ment..among religious people collective changes in the 
that we have a responsibility to live and work in order to slow 


