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Olympia Unitarian Universalist Congregation  

10 AM Sunday Worship Service  

AUGUST 1  
Into the Heart of the Cosmos Where Science and Religion Meet. 
Arthur spoke about string theory some years ago, and now his reflection on it is 
back by popular demand. Since the Enlightenment science and religion have 
parted paths. How can we use some of the current scientific perspectives to en-
rich our religious understanding? Following the service Arthur will lead a dis-
cussion based on this topic. 

       ðThe Rev. Arthur Vaeni  

 
AUGUST 8 

Part of Our Tribe? Unitarian Universalists and the Military.  
Through our long tradition of social justice, Unitarian Universalists have a dig-
nified history of embracing diversity. And we also have a long history of work-
ing for peace. How can and ought we reconcile those two values in relating to 
people serving in the US military? This sermon will highlight possible congrega-
tional responses to veterans, service members, and their families, in keeping 
with key Unitarian Universalist principles. See MILITARY DISCUSSION , page 
5.   

ðRaz Mason 
 
AUGUST 15 

Shopping for the Right Religion. In our consumer culture, shopping is 

both a means and an end. It can define our approach even to finding the right 
church. As a good consumer, what would be on your checklist for finding the 
right religious community?  Would it include the criterion of making you aware 
of the role of consumerism in your life?  
                                         ðThe Reverend Arthur Vaeni  

 
AUGUST 22 

In Praise of Play. Northwest poet David Whyte says that the antidote to 

exhaustion is wholeheartedness. On Labor Dayôs promontory, we pause to cele-

brate re-creation, the art of being, and good-f0r -nothing -ness. Leave your Prot-

estant work ethic at home, and come on out and play. See SPEAKER BIO on 

page 7.           

ð Carmen McDowell  

 
AUGUST 29 

Why We Tell the Story. When we worship we are holding up what has 

worth to us. Four members of your Worship Arts Committee offer to you what 
worship means to them and why they feel it to be so important to the life of our 
congregation.  

                 ðThe Worship Arts Committee  
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In this issue of the Unitariana Sara, our Di-
rector of Religious Education, and I are co-
writing this column. It made sense to me be-
cause the column is based on her idea so 
naturally, she should introduce it. Knowing a 
good idea when I hear one, I wanted in on it, 
so I will add my two cents. 

Sara begins: 
We have just passed through graduation sea-
son, and Arthur and I marked the season by sending 
congratulations cards to graduates in OUUC fami-
lies. This is all to the goodðthe art of handwritten 
cards is one we should treasure, and receiving actual 
mail is still appreciated in this era of Facebook greet-
ings. But it also occurred to me that most of you have 
no idea who is graduating from high school this 
year.  

This wouldnôt be the case in my grandparentsô 
church, the church my mother grew up in. It is a 
smaller Presbyterian church, and I have never lived 
in their hometown. But whenever I visit, people 
there know about me. They heard about my gradua-
tion, my marriage, and my childrenôs births because 
all of that was reported in their internal communica-
tions (known as The Prayer List there). This makes 
me part of their extended family, but even more im-
portantly than how it brings me closer to them is 
how it brings my grandparents closer. The happen-
ings of their family are important to everyone.  

So I have an ideaðto launch a new column in the 
Unitariana that would let us all know about the im-
portant events in our OUUC families. This column 
will be called ñMilestonesò.  

Now Arthur continues:  
I do not know how it works for you, but sometimes I 
have to hear an idea more than once before it regis-
ters as something I may want to pursue. In our con-
versations on the pastoral care team, Deb Ross has 
mentioned her experience in other churches with 
similar efforts to help members share and support 
one anotherôs lives. Apparently this time when Sara 
spoke of it, my synapses were prepared to make the 
connections. 

I hope the column will be used to inform us of mile-
stones in our members and friendsô lives as well as 
those of family members. Certainly, we want to know 
of births occurring in your larger family, as well as 

graduations from various programs or 
schools, new jobs or other endeavors that 
will form or inform your life in some sig-
nificant way, or a move that will take you 
out of the area. 

My experience is that hardships or sor-
rows are sometimes more difficult to 
share, and, of course, should be done only 
to the extent it feels helpful and appropri-

ate, yet they, too, constitute our livesô milestones. 
It could include such matters as deaths and their 
anniversaries, divorce, serious illness, or job loss. 
The listing I have offered is not intended to be all-
inclusive by any means. 

Some religious communities, such as Saraôs 
grandparentsô church, call these columns óPrayer 
Lists.ô We have chosen the term ñMilestones.ò 
Given the various theologies in our congregation, 
we did not think titling it Prayer List would work 
for a number of you, and we did not want the col-
umnôs title to feel exclusive to some.  

On the other hand, I do not know if ñMilestonesò 
is the best name for the column either. Although it 
gives a general sense of the kind of information 
and life events one will find there, it may not nec-
essarily invite our engagement in the same man-
ner as a prayer list.  So, let me make this sugges-
tion: whenever you see the column entitled 
ñMilestonesò, recognize that you are receiving no-
tice of a significant event in another personôs life. 
It is a gift of connection.  

In response and appreciation you may wish to 
hold them or their family in your prayers, your 
thoughts or your heart. Depending upon your re-
lationship, you may want to contact them. What-
ever your response, may it be offered in the spirit 
of caring and gratitude for the opportunity to 
share in one anotherôs lives that is provided by 
those who convey their milestones. May the shar-
ing of our ñMilestonesò serve, as Sara notes in her 
grandparentsô church, to bring us closer to one 
another. 

In the spirit of love and peace,  

ðSara & Arthur  

Please send milestones to milestones@ouuc.org 

by 11 AM the third Sunday of each month. 

Along the Ministerial Midway  
The Rev. Arthur Vaeni, Minister  
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My Tuu Cents 
Harmon Eaton, Board President  

Lorrie and I have just returned from al-

most three weeks of vacation that took us 

all the way to Rocky Mountain National 

Park in Colorado, then to nearby Fort 

Collins, CO for a wedding. It was won-

derful to find real summer weather, and 

we appreciated the time to get away from 

it all, do a little hiking and enjoy nature. 

But those things were not the real reason 

for the trip.  

The wedding in Fort Collins was of the daughter of 

old and dear friends. We knew Rowland and Mau-

reen even before they were married, and Rowland 

actually introduced Lorrie and me some 42 years 

ago. We left Baltimore in 1971, but ours has been 

one of those friendships that has lasted in spite of 

distance and long separations. How well I remem-

ber their visit to see us in 1988. We piled the two 

of them, their two kids and ourselves into our 21 

½ foot motor home and the six of us set off for 

Alaska. We figured if that many of us could make it 

that far, and back, while living in such close quar-

ters, we would definitely be friends for life. That is 

exactly the way it turned out.  

A couple years after Rowland retired he called us 

with the news that he had cancer. Over a period of 

about three years he has had a couple of opera-

tions and gone through the usual chemical and 

radiation therapies, but just after Christmas last 

year he called again to say that the cancer was 

back. We got the invitation to his daughterôs wed-

ding soon thereafter and we knew we had to go. 

In spite of the difficult truths behind the scene, it 

was a truly joyful occasion, celebrated with great 

enthusiasm.  About half a dozen couples made the 

trip from Baltimore, and others (like us) came 

from far -away places like Providence and Phoenix. 

It was a truly amazing show of solidarity for Row-

land and his family. Now weôre back home and 

Rowland is back in chemo, but as he said at the 

reception, ñour hearts are fullò and the love and 

the joy of the occasion lingers on.  

The experience got Lorrie and me thinking 

and talking about the importance of friend-

ships. We acknowledged how very fortunate 

we have been to be blessed with so many 

that have been enduring . We spoke of old 

friends spread out across the country and 

about newer ones here in the Olympia area. 

We feel so lucky to have so many friends 

that are not just close, but are also close by. 

Our trip highlighted for us just how many of those 

we now think of as our closest friends are mem-

bers of the OUUC family, of which we feel so 

much a part. How fortunate we were to have 

found this Congregation, this community, this 

church home. One of the things that has so much 

endeared us to OUUC is seeing the constant out-

pouring of assistance, support and love that is so 

much like that which we saw for Rowland and his 

family in Ft. Collins. Thinking of it, our hearts are, 

indeed, full.  

As most of you know, we are a church that has be-

come increasingly complex yet looks forward to 

additional membership growth. As a result, some 

revisions to our organizational structure will be 

needed to carry us into the future.  Making gov-

ernance decisions without upsetting the normal 

flow of OUUC activities and events has proved dif-

ficult, and special thanks are due to those who, 

since last November, have been active in our tran-

sitional Program Council. Essentially working be-

hind the scenes, these OUUC stalwarts have not 

only eased the transition into our new building, 

but into our new organizational structure.  

The Board will hold its annual retreat on August 

1st, and soon thereafter will hold its August meet-

ing. Governance issues will be high on the agenda 

of both. Now that the building expansion is be-

hind us, it is time for the Board to make some im-

portant decisions about the changes needed to 

carry us forward into the future.  Next month I 

hope to report to you on how those changes will 

begin to play out.   

ðHarmon  
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Transylvania Pilgrimage  

As of the deadline for this monthôs Uni-

tariana, I and my son, Carbon, have just 

arrived home from a pilgrimage to Tran-

sylvania and a visit to our partner church 

in Kissolymos. It was an amazing experi-

ence, showing me in real and tangible 

ways the depth of history and heritage for 

Sara Lewis, Director of Religious Education  

Unitarians in Transylvania. I have many 

ideas for bringing this experience to our 

children in the RE program, and this year 

I hope to make Partner Church Sunday an 

experience for all ages. Here are just a few 

pictures of our trip.  

ðSara 

Picture One: Tokes Lorant, Minister at 

Kissolymos, dancing at the community 

lunch in the village.  

Picture Two: Carbon in front of the 

new welcome to Kissolymos sign. 

Picture Three: Carbon sitting atop the 

rock where Francis David is said to 

have preached Unitarianism. 

Picture Four: Carbon trying out weav-

ing in a villagerôs home. 


