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Olympia Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

Policies and Procedures for Columbarium 

 The columbarium within the Memorial Garden of the Olympia Unitarian Universalist Congregation (OUUC) 
is set aside for interment of the human cremains of members and friends of the congregation.   Here in the peace 
of a wooded setting adjacent to the northern end of the church building is the symbolic return to one’s spiritual 
home and the sanctity of the final resting place.  Commingling of the cremains symbolizes our life together and our 
oneness as a spiritual community.    

1. Columbarium Parameters.  The columbarium is constructed of stone with an underground 
concrete container that allows cremains deposited within the columbarium to become part of the earth over time.   
Memorial plants and ornamental works may not be placed in or nearby the Memorial Garden. 

2. Policy on Columbarium Use.  

 (a) The interment of cremains in the columbarium is open to: 

 Any OUUC member. 

 The immediate family of any OUUC member. “Immediate family” means spouse, child, sibling, 
parent, stepchild, stepparent, and state registered domestic partner of the decedent.   

 Any person who has been active in the life of the congregation. 

 Any pledging non-member. 

 (c) Fees:  There is no fee, cost, charge or donation request for the interment of cremains 
in the columbarium.  

(d)  Services:  A memorial service is optional.  The interment of cremains in the columbarium 
may be by private service or may be open to the public, at the option of the person requesting the interment.  The 
Minister and Memorial Services Committee will work with the family or persons requesting interment when a 
service is desired.   

(e) Process and Documentation: Prior to interment of cremains a Request for Columbarium 
Interment shall be completed and approved by the minister or church administrator. 

 (f) Exhumation: Exhumation of cremains is prohibited. 

4. Delivery of Cremains. The cremains of a decedent may be delivered directly to OUUC from a 
mortuary or by any other lawful means.   

5.  Limitation of liability.  OUUC shall not be liable for loss or damage to cremains from any cause, except 
its own willful neglect or misconduct, and especially shall not be liable for damage caused by the elements, by 
vandals, by accidents, or by mishaps beyond its reasonable control. OUUC is not responsible for determination of 
compliance with RCW 68.50.160 Right to control disposition of remains. The person requesting permission to use 
the Columbarium for the interment of cremains must sign a statement that they have authority to control the 
disposition of said remains, which is included on the Application for Columbarium Interment. 

 

RCW 68.50.160 

Right to control disposition of remains — Liability of funeral establishment or cemetery authority — Liability for cost. 

(1) A person has the right to control the disposition of his or her own remains without the predeath or postdeath 
consent of another person. A valid written document expressing the decedent's wishes regarding the place or method 
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of disposition of his or her remains, signed by the decedent in the presence of a witness, is sufficient legal 
authorization for the procedures to be accomplished. 
 
     (2) Prearrangements that are prepaid, or filed with a licensed funeral establishment or cemetery authority, under 
RCW 18.39.280 through 18.39.345 and chapter 68.46 RCW are not subject to cancellation or substantial revision by 
survivors. Absent actual knowledge of contrary legal authorization under this section, a licensed funeral 
establishment or cemetery authority shall not be held criminally nor civilly liable for acting upon such 
prearrangements. 
 
     (3) If the decedent has not made a prearrangement as set forth in subsection (2) of this section or the costs of 
executing the decedent's wishes regarding the disposition of the decedent's remains exceeds a reasonable amount 
or directions have not been given by the decedent, the right to control the disposition of the remains of a deceased 
person vests in, and the duty of disposition and the liability for the reasonable cost of preparation, care, and 
disposition of such remains devolves upon the following in the order named: 
 
     (a) The person designated by the decedent as authorized to direct disposition as listed on the decedent's United 
States department of defense record of emergency data, DD form 93, or its successor form, if the decedent died 
while serving in military service as described in 10 U.S.C. Sec. 1481(a) (1)-(8) in any branch of the United States 
armed forces, United States reserve forces, or national guard; 
 
     (b) The designated agent of the decedent as directed through a written document signed and dated by the 
decedent in the presence of a witness. The direction of the designated agent is sufficient to direct the type, place, and 
method of disposition; 
 
     (c) The surviving spouse or state registered domestic partner; 
 
     (d) The majority of the surviving adult children of the decedent; 
 
     (e) The surviving parents of the decedent; 
 
     (f) The majority of the surviving siblings of the decedent; 
 
     (g) A court-appointed guardian for the person at the time of the person's death. 
 
     (4) If any person to whom the right of control has vested pursuant to subsection (3) of this section has been 
arrested or charged with first or second degree murder or first degree manslaughter in connection with the decedent's 
death, the right of control is relinquished and passed on in accordance with subsection (3) of this section. 
 
     (5) If a cemetery authority as defined in RCW 68.04.190 or a funeral establishment licensed under 
chapter 18.39 RCW has made a good faith effort to locate the person cited in subsection (3)(a) through (g) of this 
section or the legal representative of the decedent's estate, the cemetery authority or funeral establishment shall 
have the right to rely on an authority to bury or cremate the human remains, executed by the most responsible party 
available, and the cemetery authority or funeral establishment may not be held criminally or civilly liable for burying or 
cremating the human remains. In the event any government agency or charitable organization provides the funds for 
the disposition of any human remains, the cemetery authority or funeral establishment may not be held criminally or 
civilly liable for cremating the human remains. 
 
     (6) The liability for the reasonable cost of preparation, care, and disposition devolves jointly and severally upon all 
kin of the decedent in the same degree of kindred, in the order listed in subsection (3) of this section, and upon the 
estate of the decedent. 

 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=18.39.280
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=18.39.345
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=68.46
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=68.04.190
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=18.39

